
ACT No. V oa 1k58. 

" 

PAS~EJ) EH THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF IA'DIA. 
C ! * 

(Received the asse~zt o f  ilre Governor General on the 29th Janucccy 1855.) 

WHEREA~, during tile recent disturbatlees in Mle North-Westera Provinces 

Preamble, 
armd other parts of India, many Jails were h.-o':en open 
and tlle prisoners who mere then detained therein were 

forcibly released, and many of sucli prisoners are now a t  large ; and i t  is 
expedient to provide for the apprehension sf ccrtain of such offenders : and 
whereas; i t  is also expedient to make better provision for tile punishment of 
persons convicted of or charged with the commission of l~eiaaous oRences, 
who shall hereaner escape from Jaa.2 ; %t i s  enacted as foollows :- 

I. Every person who since the %st of May 1857 bath escaped from 
Jail  or other %amfu% custody whilst detained under sen- 

Punishment of cdTmd- 
ers rvh(,, having escap tence of imprisonment for any of the crimes hereinaher 
ed fl.om not mentioned, and who being a t  Barge shall no; wi'd~ia one 
surrender themselves 
within one month from month from %he passing of this Act surrender himself 
the passing of this Act. 

to a 3hgistsate or Police Officer, and make true answer 
to all such cluestions as asshall be put t o  him by a IXzegiatrate touclling - 

the Jail or other custody from wlaich he escaped and the cause for 
which he was there detained ; and every person m7ho shall herealDter escape 

Punishment t~f offend- 
from Jail or other lawful custody whilst detained under 

ers who may hereafter sentence sf  irnprisonrnelat for any of the crimes herein- 
escape from Jail. 

after mentioned-shall upon conviction be selltenxed t o  
transportation for liceo 

El. Every 
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11. Every person wlio since ihe said 1st day or &fay IS57 Ralh escaped 
Pnnishmeni of per- f r ~ ~ r n  Jail C ~ P  I,z\vfuuI eusit;dy wl~;lst de ta i~ed under a com- 

havingescal'- ~ ~ i l t a l  h r  l r i ~ l  for ally of kjle criq~es I.erelnarber mepa- ed Crum cuatoc!y whilst 
detained under cr~mmit- kioned or under. a charge olr being guilly of such enme, 
tal for trial for certain 
crimes, shall nutsurren- and W I L O  sllall nol ~ i t l \ i ~ ~  one 1~01ltJl afier ihe passing 
der tl~en~selvcs within 
one mu,l, 1, frtlrll pie pass- of this Act; surrender ll i l~self to a Xagistraie or BgoEice 

. ' ing 0: this ACL. Officer, and make true answer to all such que~i~l'ons as 
shall be put to b.im ,. ,.. ..'%.: by, a :  A Magistrate . . to 
frprn wli'jcl! h e  escaped and the  nature b 
deta.;~zetl; and every person wllo sllall hereafter escape fro19 Jail or oLher 
lawful eusiody wllilst detained under such coinmitta% for trial or upon 

P~ni sbmen t~  of per- sue!\ cltarge as  aforesaid-slaa%l, upon conviction of' the 
2< 

who l~c lea f t e~  crime for %vllich he was so cornn~itted fix trial or in re- 
escape from c:t~stvtly 
while under committal spect of mliich he was so charged, if not sentenced to the 
for trial. 

punisl~nrent of deaih, be liable to be transported for life. 

111. The following me the crir)les referred to in Sections 1 and JI, 
namely ;-Eel~ellion, rue~t~iny, desertion, murder, attempts 

Enurnerahion of crimes 
referred to  in  the pre- to nlurdel-, thuggee, dacoity, robbery, belonging or having 
ceding Sections. 

belonged to a gang of thugs or to a gang of dacoits or 
to a wandering gang associated for the purposes of theft or robbery, and all 
crimes against person or prc~perty attended with great personal violence. 

IB. Whoever shall linowingly harbour or conceal, or assjst in harm 
bonr.j~zg or concealing, any such cnnvich or olhcr person 

Pullishinent Llr Itnom- 
ingl~harbourisgorcon- who s11a11 have escaped as aforesaid, shall be liable to 
ceallng offenders. 

irnp1'isonnlent with or ~vithout hard labor for any term 
not exceed-ing seven pears, and shall also be liable to  fine. 

V. A l  psoprietors of lands, and all rarmers, agents, and other persons 
having the charge or management of lands, are Ee78eby 

Linl~ility of land- 
lloldcrs to airre early declared accountable for tlie early coanmunicaCion to 'cbe 
intelligence oi' the re- 
fiorhoPescapedrrisonera Magistrates and bulice Offfcsrs oi" illl-elligence of the 
to their estates. resort, to any ldace wiihin the l i~ni ts  of tbe la~zcls lteld or 
managed by them, o f  a n y  1)Et:sun in  respeck oT wl-om tl)el~e sllall be reason- 
able susplc'on of h is  being sucl! con?vic'c or pvisove~ who has escaped as 
afo~esa;d ; and every p,'op1.jetor or other person as a.i'oresa'd9 who shall neglect 
to give such intelli.geace, s21nll be liable, on convi.cti.on be5x.e a Magistrate, 
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to imprisonmeni Cnr a term not e:;ceedi1rg six monibs, .and to fine not 
- P . exceed i~g  two bt'dieil :'ayees cn!)~ma:able, 1, ncjt paid, lo imprisonment 

for a furiller i:errn no; escc-ed)llz six months. 

VI. A n y  Magistrate 01- person exercising tl!e Rill lloners or a Magis- 
irate, unless l~rollibited by urder of t!~e Executive Govern- 

Mngistrates &c. a1- 
thorized to t~nderpar-  ~lien-t-, is Iierehy arathorized, witliont reference to any other 
don in certain cases. 

qci l~ori1.y~ to  tender a pardon to  ally person w11o may have 
v - 

escaped from Jail or otller lawftal ce~stody whilst detained untler sentence sf 
imprisonment fir any crime or offe~~ce other than the crilxes above-menlioned, 
on condition of ]!is giving such information as may lead to %he apprellelasion 
and cnnviction of une 01. more person or persons punishable ul-bder this Act. 
Such pal don play he tendered, as  well in  respect of the crime or offence for 
w%?ich Lhe offender was detained, a s  of the qffence of escaping BOLD Jail. 

VSTI. OEences ~ ~ d e r  h!)ig Actg e~llier than those proaidecl for by Bec- 
%im 1' or this A cb, r l ay  lje tGed I;y a, $essi:,ns Judge, or 

Jurisiaiction. 
by a S,>ec'al C~rnr3iss;oner apl~ointed undcr AcC XIv of 

B 857 ; and 07\e senlence 11. J .dz!ncnt slla9L nc )t he sui~jecl bo appeal. P1.s- 

vided thal n o l h i n ~  cvnla;rasd in Lliis Section s !d l  exiewd t o  $be trial of a 
European Br f lish sul),,ecb. 


